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I remember too my father's telling me that Fitzgerald had said that the autumn landscape, which in the first edition was described in the lines beginning " Her beauty grew," was taken from a background of' a Titian (Lord Ellesmere's * Ages of Man); and that perhaps in consequence they had been omitted. They ran thus:
Her beauty grew: till drawn in narrowing arcs The southing Autumn touchV with sallower gleams The granges on the fallows.    At that time, Tired of the noisy town I wander'd there; The bell toll'd four;   and by the time I reach'd The Wicket-gate, I found her by herself.
The correction of the proofs of this poem and of this volume took place in Spedding's chambers at 60 Lincoln's Inn Fields, in the forepart of 1842. The poems to be printed were nearly all, I think all, in a foolscap folio parchment-bound blank book such as accounts are kept in (only not ruled), and which I used to call "The Butcher's Book/' The poems were written in A. T.'s very fine hand (he once said, not thinking of himself, that great men generally wrote " terse " hands) toward one side of the large page; the unoccupied edges and corners being often stript down for pipe-lights, taking care to save the MS, as A. T. once seriously observed. The pages of MS from the Butcher's Book were one by one torn out for the printer, and, when returned with the proofs, were put in the fire. I reserved two or three of the leaves; and gave them to the Library of Trinity College (Cambridge1).
I insert here an unpublished poem which was originally intended as a prologue to " The Gardener's Daughter " and was called " The Ante-Chamber." My father wished it never to be printed in front of "The Gardener's Daughter" because this is already full enough. It is however too good to be lost. The portrait in " The
1 E. F. G., MS notes on A. T.